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This glossary was produced by the student cohort of the "Sea Power in Modern International 

Relations" class (Semester 1A, 2025–2026). The terms are organized into four groups: 

 

1. Terms on maritime geostrategy 

2. Terms on the maritime economy and strategic maritime interests 

3. Terms on maritime security 

4. Terms on ocean governance and national sea power 

 

 

 

Sea Power 

 

Sea power refers to the strength a state accumulates through its capacity to use the sea for military 

purposes (maritime security, defense of maritime territory) and civilian purposes (transportation, 

fishing, and the exploitation of seabed resources). 

 

 



1. Terms on Maritime Geostrategy 

 
 

Archipelago 

 

An archipelago is a group of islands scattered across a body of water, typically an ocean. From the 

perspective of sea power, the term denotes a group of islands together with the connecting waters, 

forming a strategically significant geopolitical entity for both military and civilian activity at sea. 

 

Artificial Islands 

 

Artificial islands are landmasses or structures built by human effort within a body of water, rather 

than formed through natural processes — typically created by land reclamation, the dumping of 

sand or rock, or by joining together existing small islets. These islands are built for a variety of 

purposes (habitation, tourism, infrastructure, resource extraction) and reflect how humans extend 

land use into previously unexploited water areas. 

 

Maritime Geopolitics 

 

Maritime geopolitics is the field of study examining how the geography of seas, shipping routes, 

and marine resources shapes the power relations and strategies of states at sea. It focuses on control 

over key shipping lanes, the maintenance of naval presence, and access to marine resources as 

central elements of national security and foreign policy. Maritime geopolitics explains how states 

compete or cooperate in maritime space to protect trade routes, secure naval bases, project power, 

and maintain regional stability. 



 

 
 

Maritime Strategic Chokepoints 

 

Strategic maritime chokepoints are narrow sea passages that connect oceans or seas and play a 

critical role in international trade and security. Control over these passages can significantly affect 

global shipping routes, energy supplies, and naval operations. 

 

Maritime Zones 

 

Maritime zones are the various sea areas adjacent to a coastal state, including Internal Waters, the 

Territorial Sea, the Contiguous Zone, the Continental Shelf, the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), 

and the High Seas. Depending on the zone in question, coastal states hold different rights of use 

and jurisdiction under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS 

1982). 

 

Territorial Sea 

 

The territorial sea is the maritime zone adjacent to and beyond the internal waters, extending up to 

a maximum of 12 nautical miles from the baseline. Within this zone, the coastal state holds full 

sovereignty (including the airspace above, the seabed, and the subsoil) just as it does over its land 

territory, subject only to ‘the right of innocent passage" of foreign vessels. Legally, the territorial 

sea — together with internal waters and archipelagic waters — forms part of the coastal state's 



national territory, in contrast to other zones such as the contiguous zone, the EEZ, or the 

continental shelf, where the state holds only functional jurisdiction rather than full sovereignty. 

 

 

2. Terms on the Maritime Economy and Strategic Maritime Interests 

 
 

Blue Economy 

 

The "blue economy" generally refers to a sustainable ocean economy comprising activities that 

make sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods, and 

employment, while preserving the health of marine ecosystems. 

 

Commercial Shipping 

 

Commercial shipping refers to the operation of merchant vessels to transport goods by sea, playing 

a vital role in international trade. Commercial vessels include container ships, oil tankers, and bulk 

carriers. Commercial shipping accounts for a major share of globally traded cargo and serves as 

the critical transport backbone maintaining the stability of global supply chains. 

 

Freedom of Navigation 

 



Freedom of navigation (FON) is a principle of the law of the sea (Article 87(1)(a) of the 1982 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) stipulating that vessels flying the flag of any 

sovereign state shall not be interfered with by other states while transiting or transporting goods in 

international waters, except as provided for under specific exceptions in international law. 

 

Maritime Connectivity 

 

Maritime connectivity refers to the degree to which a country is connected to the global shipping 

network, measured by the number and frequency of direct shipping routes and vessel capacity. 

 

Maritime Dependency 

 

Maritime dependency describes a condition in which a state's economy relies on access to, and 

commercial exploitation of, maritime trade and the transport of goods by sea. 

 

Maritime Economy 

 

The maritime economy is the economic sector comprising production, and the supply of goods and 

services, that depends on the exploitation and use of the sea. 

 

Maritime Resources 

 

Maritime resources refer to the biological and physical resources (minerals and other materials) 

found in the ocean environment that can be used by people, including fish stocks, nutrients, and 

ecosystem services. Maritime resources are a key source of a state's — and a maritime region's — 

sea power. 

 

Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC) 

 

Sea lines of communication are the principal maritime routes between ports around the world, used 

for commercial, military/naval, logistical, and other purposes between states. SLOCs function as 

the main arteries of a nation's economy. They are vital to global economic security and national 

security, since any disruption — whether from piracy, conflict, or territorial disputes — can 

seriously affect global supply chains and the world's energy supply. 

 



 
 

The Maritime Silk Road 

 

The Maritime Silk Road is a maritime trade route, originally part of the ancient Silk Road, that 

connected China with Southeast Asia, South Asia, Africa, and Europe through maritime exchange. 

In the modern era, the term typically refers to China's "21st Century Maritime Silk Road," part of 

the "Belt and Road Initiative" (BRI), aimed at strengthening China's connectivity, infrastructure, 

and economic cooperation along major sea routes. 

 

 



3. Terms on Maritime Security 

 
 

Blue Crime (or Maritime Crime) 

 

Maritime crime encompasses illegal activities at sea such as piracy, armed robbery, human 

trafficking, drug and arms smuggling, illegal fishing, and environmental pollution. These acts 

directly threaten the security, economy, and environment of coastal states and the international 

community. 

 

Counter-Piracy 

 

Counter-piracy refers to closely coordinated military and law-enforcement actions carried out by 

naval forces and international coalitions to combat piracy at sea. Such operations include 

protecting merchant vessels through naval escorts, patrolling high-risk maritime areas, intercepting 

pirate vessels, and establishing legal mechanisms to prosecute captured pirates. Counter-piracy 

efforts typically involve cooperation among multiple states and international organizations to 

ensure maritime security and freedom of navigation. 

 

IUU Fishing 

 

IUU fishing is an abbreviation for "Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing." It refers to 

fishing activities that violate the law, are not reported to authorities regarding catch volume or 



location, or take place in areas or with respect to species not subject to any management measures. 

IUU fishing can undermine sustainable fisheries, deplete fish stocks, cause economic losses for 

coastal communities and governments, and is even linked to the exploitation of fishers. 

 

Maritime Security Threats 

 

Maritime security threats are actions, incidents, or actors that have the potential to cause serious 

harm to the stability and sustainable development of maritime areas and to civilian and military 

activity at sea. Common maritime security threats include maritime crime, naval conflict, and the 

illegal exploitation of marine resources. 

 

Maritime Terrorism 

 

Maritime terrorism is the use, or threatened use, of violence at sea or in coastal areas to achieve 

political, religious, or ideological objectives. Such acts typically target vessels, ports, or maritime 

infrastructure. 

 

Sea Lane Security 

 

Sea lane security refers to the safety and protective activities surrounding major maritime trade 

routes (SLOCs) and critical chokepoints, ensuring that vessels, cargo, and energy supplies can 

move safely and without interruption — thereby contributing to economic security and energy 

security. 

 

Sea-Level Rise 

 

Sea-level rise is the increase in the average level of the world's oceans over time, driven mainly 

by melting ice and the thermal expansion of seawater. Rising sea levels cause erosion, flooding, 

and the encroachment of water onto land and coastal communities. 

 

Territorial Water Disputes 

 

In the context of sea power, "territorial water disputes" generally refers to disputes between two 

or more states over ownership, control, or exploitation of waters that are part of, or related to, 

national territory — such as coastal waters, internal waters, the contiguous zone, the exclusive 

economic zone (EEZ), or the continental shelf. 

 

 



4. Terms on Ocean Governance and National Sea Power 

 

Command of the Sea 

 

Command of the sea (also known as: control of the sea; sea control) is a concept describing the 

power of a naval force to exercise complete control over civilian and military maritime activity in 

a given sea area, such that a rival naval force cannot intervene or make direct use of it. The concept 

is closely linked to the notion of maritime dominance. 

 

 
 

Fleet 

 

A fleet is a collection of vessels, or the entirety of a nation's naval forces. In Admiral James 

Stavridis's work Sea Power, the concept of a "fleet" is extended beyond its narrow military-

technical meaning to become a tangible symbol of sea power. In this sense, a fleet is not merely 

an instrument of combat but also a strategic tool that allows a state to control and maintain 

maritime order, defend and exploit the oceans, and serve national interests. 

 

Littoral States 

 

A littoral state (also called a coastal country) is a state with a coastline, or a portion of its territory 

bordering the sea. Such states hold authority to manage and conserve the use of maritime areas 

and resources under international law of the sea. Their counterpart is land-locked countries. 

 



Littoral Warfare 

 

Littoral warfare is the art of warfare conducted by naval, air, and land (amphibious) forces in sea 

areas close to shore, around islands, and within confined waters. It differs fundamentally from 

naval warfare conducted on maritime theater.  

 

Mahan's Theory of Sea Power 

 

Mahan's theory of sea power is a classic maritime theory developed by Alfred Thayer Mahan, an 

American naval historian. He argued that national greatness and global influence are closely tied 

to the ability to control the seas through naval power, maritime commerce, and the establishment 

of overseas bases. According to Mahan, sea power is composed of six main elements: geographical 

position, natural conditions, extent of territory, population size, national character, and the 

character of government. 

 

Maritime Competition 

 

Maritime competition is the state of strategic rivalry among states seeking to gain influence, 

control, or advantage in maritime and ocean areas — including through naval development, the 

expansion of port bases, and the assertion of maritime claims in pursuit of political, economic, or 

security objectives. 

 

Maritime Diplomacy 

 

Maritime diplomacy is a state's use of its naval and maritime capabilities to achieve foreign policy 

objectives through peaceful, cooperative activity at sea. This includes naval port visits, joint 

exercises, humanitarian operations, and maritime security cooperation between states. Its aim is to 

build trust, strengthen partnerships, and maintain stability both regionally and globally. 

 

Maritime Expansion 

 

Maritime expansion is the process by which a state, or an alliance of states, extends its influence, 

control, or presence over the seas and oceans — through exploration, the establishment of maritime 

trade routes, naval development, or the construction of maritime infrastructure — thereby 

extending beyond its original land territory. 

 

Maritime Strategy 

 

Maritime strategy is the way a state coordinates air, naval, and land forces to shape events and 

influence sea power in order to protect its interests. Maritime strategy is not simply about naval 



forces or naval strategy in the narrow sense; it also encompasses trade, diplomacy, and maritime 

law. 

 

Naval Blockade 

 

A naval blockade is a military operation aimed at preventing an adversary's vessels — or neutral 

vessels — from entering or leaving certain ports or coastal areas, thereby restricting the movement 

of personnel or goods to a given territory. 

 

Naval Bases 

 

Naval bases are fixed military installations built along coastlines or on strategically located islands, 

providing operational, logistical, and administrative support to a nation's naval forces. They serve 

as centers for ship maintenance and repair, refueling, resupply, training, and command. Naval 

bases enable a state to project maritime power, control sea areas, and protect national interests on 

a global scale. 

 

Naval Power 

 

Naval power is military strength deployed and employed at sea or projected from the sea, reflecting 

the capacity to exercise military power on, above, and beneath the sea's surface through naval 

forces, submarines, and aircraft carriers, in order to conduct defense, deterrence, diplomacy, and 

the projection of power. Beyond combat capability at sea, naval power is expressed through the 

ability to protect maritime trade, secure shipping lanes, and extend strategic influence across the 

oceans. 

 

Naval Rivalry 

 

Naval rivalry refers to two or more states competing to build and maintain strong naval forces in 

order to gain military, economic, or geopolitical advantage at sea — specifically by expanding 

their maritime capabilities and strategic influence. 

 

NATO 

 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is a military alliance established in 1949 to 

counterbalance Soviet forces stationed in Central and Eastern Europe after World War II. The 

founding treaty was signed by ten European states and two North American states — the United 

Kingdom, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 

Norway, Portugal, and the United States. The core provision of the treaty is Article 5, which states 



that an armed attack against one NATO member shall be considered an attack against all member 

states. 

 

After the end of the Cold War, NATO was restructured into a "security cooperation" organization. 

It now has 32 member states, with Finland (2023) and Sweden (2024) as its most recent members. 

 

Sea Denial 

 

Sea denial is a maritime strategy aimed at preventing an adversary from using a given sea area for 

military or commercial purposes, without necessarily achieving full control over that area. This 

strategy focuses on disrupting or restricting an adversary's access to, and freedom of operation 

within, specific maritime areas through means such as submarines, mines, or anti-ship missiles. 

 

Sustainable Ocean Governance 

 

Sustainable ocean governance is the system of principles, policies, and management measures 

aimed at ensuring the responsible and equitable use of marine resources while maintaining the 

long-term health of the oceans. Its goal is to balance the protection of marine ecosystems with 

economic development — such as fishing, coastal tourism, and maritime transport — without 

depleting resources. Sustainable ocean governance requires close cooperation among states, 

international organizations, and local communities to jointly address global challenges such as 

overfishing, marine pollution, and climate change. 

 

 
 

"Sea Power in Modern International Relations," a course of the Faculty of International Relations, 

UEF, which introduces the strategic role of the sea in shaping international relations. The course 

covers the theory of sea power; the factors that strengthen or weaken sea power in the world's 

major sea regions — the Pacific Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the South China Sea (East Sea), the 

Mediterranean Sea, the Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, and the Caribbean; and the concept of 

blue crimes. The course follows an "IR lab" model, guiding students through the process of 

producing a scientific research paper on issues of sea power. 
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